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  St. Paul's Episcopal Youth Christian Formation 
 

              Nursery 

 Our nursery is available every Sunday during the 10:00 service for all of our infants, toddlers, 

preschoolers, and kindergarten children.  We have three regular caregivers who provide a safe, 

happy environment for the children. Parents have the option of taking a "beeper" with them to 

church - if your child needs you, the nursery staff will "beep" you - no need to worry all through 

church. 

              Grades 1 – 5 

St. Paul's is offering Sunday morning values and Saturday morning fun to children in grades 

first through fifth each Sunday morning during the 10:00 service.  Our lessons are based on the 

Veggie Tales Vacation Bible School curriculum.  Each month we explore a new Bible story and  

learn about a special hero of the Bible through games, crafts, wacky science experiments, and 

interactive storytelling.   Each Sunday, the children participate in a new adventure while fur-

thering their own relationship with God.   We meet each Sunday at 10:00 in the second floor 

Sunday school room, and we join the congregation for communion.  We currently have 5 dedi-

cated leaders for this program and our Rite 13 group often helps out. 

                        

        Grades 6 - 8 

Children in grades 6th, 7th, and 8th are invited to meet on Sundays right after the 10:00 ser-

vice in their new hang-out upstairs. Jan Hayden and Margaret Albert are utilizing the Rite 13 

program with this group, otherwise know as "The Yuts for Christ.” The children have been in-

volved in community outreach, hosted a very successful brunch to raise funds for their new hang 

out and often help out during church with the younger Sunday School.  If you have any questions 

or would like to be included in the mailing, please contact Jan Hayden at  

jhayden@hellerdraper.com. 

                                     

       High School 

Our High School Youth program is under construction!!  We would love to hear your ideas for 

this all important program.  Please contact Bob Veith at rwveith@aol.com or Stacey Hayden at 

rhayden1@cox.net or 421-0280. 
 

Many of you are are already involved in our youth programs, and we thank each and every one  

of you.  Working with our children is truly a blessing!!  We are always looking for fresh  

ideas - you can lead a program or simply help a child cut out a picture.  The time commitment 

 is minimal and we guarantee maximum rewards!  If you would like to get involved in any of our 

programs or have a suggestion or a question, please contact the church office or Stacey Hayden 

by cell 504-421-0280, or email rhayden1@cox.net. 
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PIPE   DREAMS 
 

by: Frank C. Fromherz II 

Vestry and Chairman of Music, Choir and Organ Committee 
 

One of the many items lost due to the flood that followed Katrina was the church’s organ.  The search for a  

replacement instrument began more than three years ago while we were holding services at St. Martin’s Chapel.  

The search has progressed, and we have now reached the stage at which we are sharing our information with  

the church’s congregation as well as any other interested person. 
 

Our church was built with a loft that is designed to hold the pipes, chests, and other equipment associated with  

a pipe organ.  Even so, for the entire time since St. Paul’s has existed at its present location, our services have 

been accompanied by an electronic organ.  The organ that was lost was a three-manual instrument made by  

the Allen Organ Company and was about 25 years old.  The instrument that is now played every Sunday is  

a two-manual rental unit, also by Allen, that is not for sale.   
 

The basic options for a replacement instrument involve a selection among the following two general options: 

new vs. used; pipe vs. electronic.  There are cost factors and longevity factors associated with each selection.  

An electronic instrument is the least costly, but even a new, state-of-the-art electronic organ can be expected  

to last only 20 to 30 years.  Indeed, our destroyed instrument was fast approaching the point at which  

replacement was needed.  New pipe instruments are the most expensive, but a pipe organ will last  

indefinitely with proper maintenance.  There is a strong market for used pipe instruments, and this has been  

the area of primary focus for our search. 
 

In early 2006, Dr. Jerry Davidson and I followed an advertisement published in one of the organ periodicals.  

The ad offered a 1935 Aeolian-Skinner organ located in Pittsburgh, PA.  Aeolian-Skinner was the Cadillac  

of American organ builders, and instruments of this era are particularly excellent.  Even though this appeared  

to be an attractive instrument, the priorities at the time made acquisition impossible.  In mid-2007, the ad  

appeared again, and we determined that this was the same organ and that it was still available. The organ 

builder who was selling the organ was a gentleman named Harry Ebert. Dr. D. and I concluded that this  

instrument had strong possibilities for St. Paul’s. 
 

In November 2007, Mr. Ebert visited St. Paul’s, and we all concluded that we had a match.  Funding the  

purchase was the major issue.  While these discussions proceeded among myself (Dr. D. had resigned by the 

is time), the Vestry, and Mr. Ebert, the church that owned the instrument advertised it on Ebay without letting  

Mr. Ebert know they were doing it.  St. Paul’s could not respond, and a church in West Virginia acquired  

that organ.  But, they didn’t take all of it.  Mr. Ebert retained the three-manual console and a dozen large bass 

pipes. 
 

Shortly after this setback, Mr. Ebert became aware of a church that wanted to sell an organ that he had built in 

the mid-1990s.  We are currently negotiating with Mr. Ebert to acquire that organ, increase its size by more than 

a third, utilize the Skinner console and the remaining Skinner pipes, and install the instrument at St. Paul’s.  

Most importantly, we have some time before we need to make a firm commitment. 
 

Nearly two years ago, St. Paul’s established an Organ Fund to finance the purchase of a new instrument.   

The fund has received donations from individuals and a grant from the American Guild of Organists.   

This past January, the Vestry approved a campaign to share the information concerning our search and author-

ized the placement of a donation box in the Narthex.  Contributions to the Organ Fund are now being received, 

and we invite all who would like to do so to support this project.   (continued pg. 7) 
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A MATTER  OF  RECORD 
 

 

 

 

The following  have been called to God’s kingdom since the last printing 

of The Journey.  May their souls rest in peace: 
  
Lorna Buchtel    Barbara Bernard 

                                                                        Book Club 
                 

                    Hello, Book Lovers! 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Book Club meets on the second Monday of every month.  All are welcome to 

join us at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Parlor, bring some food to share, and enjoy a night of comfortable  

fellowship and discussion. We begin dinner at 6:30, start the discussion at 7, and wrap up by 8 p.m. 

 

At the April 13 meeting, we will discuss HOUSE OF MEETINGS by Martin Amis. "This harrowing, deeply affecting novel 

recounts the story of two brothers interned at one of Stalin’s slave labor camps, taking the reader on a frightening journey 

deep into the heart of darkness that was the Soviet gulag." NY Times 

 
For May 11, our book will be AWAY by Amy Bloom.  From her web site, Ms. Bloom states: "Panoramic in scope, Away is 

the epic and intimate story of young Lillian, an accidental heroine. When her family is destroyed in a Russian pogrom, Lillian 

comes to America alone, determined to make her way in a new land. When word comes that her daughter might still be alive, 

Lillian embarks on an odyssey that takes her from the world of the Yiddish theater on New York’s Lower East Side, to Seat-

tle’s Jazz District, and up to Alaska, along the fabled Telegraph Trail toward Siberia." 

 

For the book club, you don’t have to come every month and many enjoy the company even if they haven’t read the book. If 

you have any questions, contact Barbara Lyons at blyonsnola@yahoo.com 

  

 

(Continued form pg 6) 
 

By the next issue of The Journey, we will have a  

firm proposal and will share the full scope of the  

project.  We are also providing additional information 

in the form of a newsletter that can be picked up in the  

Narthex adjacent to the donation box.  Please consider 

becoming a partner to this project with your financial 

support.  
 

Just for fun:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HrhZ1-cPJE  
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Veggie Notes from Stacey Hayden:Veggie Notes from Stacey Hayden:Veggie Notes from Stacey Hayden:Veggie Notes from Stacey Hayden:    

Special thanks to our Rite 13ers who help out Sunday mornings with our youth group!!  The leaders 

appreciate the extra hands and the younger children enjoy your company! 
 

As our Veggie Tales Sunday morning curriculum ended, we picked up with our Veggie Tales Vacation 

Bible School.  The materials are easily adaptable for weekly lessons and stories of Bible heroes.  Our leaders teach 

valuable Bible lessons through interactive storytelling, wacky science experiments, fun games, and creative crafts.  

Each activity reinforces the Bible lesson and the children’s own relationship with God. 
 

Veggie Tales will take a summer break from May 31st – September 6th.  The nursery will be avail-

able every Sunday morning during the 10:00 AM service. 

 

Notes from the Search Committee: 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the church survey in December.  The infor-
mation from this survey will be used in identifying the goals we would like to establish 
for our church and our new leader. 
 

We completed a wonderful, all encompassing parish profile to be used in our search 
process.  Now that we have this tool we will be meeting with Canon Mark Stevenson to 
begin reviewing candidates. 
 

If anyone would like to discuss the search process please contact anyone on the 
search committee, Stacey Hayden, Phil James, Harry Kelleher, Margaret Kirn, or Nelda 
Sibley. 
 

We would like to thank you all for your patience and prayers during this important 
process for the future of St. Paul’s. 
 
Stacey Hayden 
Search Committee 




